
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF UNFAILING HELP,  

PRINCIPAL PATRONESS OF THE DIOCESE 

Entrance Antiphon 

Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King 

who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

The Gloria is said. 

Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have given us your Mother Mary to be our Mother, 

ever ready to help us. 

May we never cease to pray for her help, 

and so constantly feel the benefit of our redemption. 

Who live and reign with God the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 

Prov 8:22-31 

A reading from the book of Proverbs 

The Wisdom of God cries aloud: 

The Lord created me when his purpose first unfolded, 

before the oldest of his works. 

From everlasting I was firmly set, 

from the beginning, before earth came into being. 

The deep was not, when I was born, 

there were no springs to gush with water. 

Before the mountains were settled, 

before the hills, I came to birth; 

before he made the earth, the countryside, 



or the first grains of the world’s dust. 

When he fixed the heavens firm, I was there, 

when he drew a ring on the surface of the deep, 

when he thickened the clouds above, 

when he fixed fast the springs of the deep, 

when he assigned the sea its boundaries 

 – and the waters will not invade the shore – 

when he laid down the foundations of the earth, 

I was by his side, a master craftsman, 

delighting him day after day, 

ever at play in his presence, 

at play everywhere in his world, 

delighting to be with the sons of men. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 44(45):11-12,14-17 

R./  Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words. 

1. Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 

forget your own people and your father’s house. 

So will the king desire your beauty: 

He is your lord, pay homage to him. 

2. The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour, 

her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold. 

She is led to the king with her maiden companions. 

3. They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 

they pass within the palace of the king. 

Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers: 

you will make them princes over all the earth. 
 

 



 

SECOND READING 

Eph 1:3-6 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in 

Christ. 

Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, 

to be holy and spotless, and to live through love in his presence, 

determining that we should become his adopted sons, through 

Jesus Christ 

for his own kind purposes, 

to make us praise the glory of his grace, 

his free gift to us in the Beloved, 

And it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own, 

chosen from the beginning, 

under the predetermined plan of the one who guides all things 

as he decides by his own will; 

chosen to be, 

for his greater glory, 

the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

Note: When this Feast is celebrated on a weekday, there is only one reading 

before the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy is the blessed Virgin Mary who, without dying, 

won the palm of martyrdom beneath the cross of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

John 19:25-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary 

the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. Seeing his mother and the 

disciple he loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, 

‘Woman, this is your son.’ Then to the disciple he said, ‘This is your 

mother.’ And from that moment the disciple made a place for her in 

his home. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

When this Feast is celebrated on a Sunday, the Creed is said. 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Receive, O Lord, we ask, the prayers of your people 

with the sacrificial offerings, 

that, through the intercession of Blessed Mary, 

the Mother of your Son, 

no petition may go unanswered, 

no request be made in vain. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 



Preface I (…on the feast day…) or II of the Blessed Virgin Mary (RM, 

pages 624-627) 

Communion Antiphon 

Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, 

which bore the Son of the eternal Father. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

As we receive this heavenly Sacrament, 

we beseech, O Lord, your mercy, 

that we, who rejoice in commemorating the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

may by imitating her 

serve worthily the mystery of our redemption. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

The Solemn Blessing on RM, page 717 may be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

 

The Collect and Readings are Proper to this Feast. 

 

The Entrance Antiphon, Prayer over the Offerings, Communion Antiphon 

and Prayer after Communion are taken from the Common of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and may be exchanged with other texts from the Common of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary: In Ordinary Time, (RM, pages 1098-1106) 


